
Abstract: 
The physical environment influences the type of economic activities in any area. Ahmdnagar 

district physically divided bythe, Plains, plateau Mountains and hilly area.  The economy is largely 
based on agriculture, where the former has played a significant role in the development of the region 
since the beginning. The study of occupational structure dealing with working (main and marginal) 
and non-working population has been carried out in the present study. Along with the tabular 
presentation, numerous diagrams have been prepared for visual presentation and analysis. It reveals 
from the study that the area under study proves to be a complicated region requiring considerable care 
and attention in the matter of intensive development. It is further concluded that the plains area of the 
region has more concentration of workers as compared to the hilly and mountain areas of the district. 
The total working force in the district is recorded 48.53 percent of the total population.
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1. Introduction: 

All the countries are developing at different rates and from differing historical levels of 
achievement. Such development with a view to meeting the socio-economic needs implies that man 
must use nature in the process of development. It is not that the life-style has changed altogether; the 
economy in the remote areas is still the same as it has been since the settlements started, but the areas 
enjoying accessibility to urban centers have already adopted a different character, as profoundly 
manifest in their day-to-day life. 
               The Ahemdnagar District is mainly divided into three physical divisions that are mountain, 
plateauand Plains. The economic structure of a region forms an important aspect in moulding the 
activities of man. The physical environment influences the type of economic activities especially so in 
backward hilly and mountain areas of Ahemdnagar District. The economy in the mountain regions is 
largely shaped by certain constraints like difficult and uneven terrain and other means of 
communication. This results in more of its population depending on primary sectors especially in the 
third world countries. These activities do not generate high income but do engage majority of its 
population. The soils in the plains are fertile. So, a marked difference is observed in agriculture 
development. 
2. Location of the Study Area: 

Ahmednagar district is situated partly in the upper Godavari basin and partly in the Bhima 
basin occupying a somewhat central position in Maharashtra state. It is extends between 1802'and 
1909' North latitudes and 7309' and 7505' East longitudes. The district is irregular in shape and 
resembles a slanting cross with a length of 200 kms and breadth of 210 kms. It is surrounded by Nashik 
district on the north, Aurangabad district to the north east, Bid district to the east, Pune district to the 
west, Osmanabad and Solapur to the South and Thane district to the North West. The district comprises 
of 14 tahsil spread over an area of 17048 sq. k.m. While the area of the district accounts for 5.66 percent 
of the total area of the state. Out of total areas 466.57 sq.k.m.is urban area and remaining 16581.43 
sq.k.m.is rural area. The district is first in the since of area.
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The population of the Ahmednagar district according to the 2011cecus is 44543159 with 
about 51.57%as male and 48.43 % as female population. Ahmednagar district lies in rain shadow zone 
of the Maharashtra About12.00 %of the net shown Area is under irrigation which provides the base for 
major source of income. 
3. Objectives of the Study: 

The main aimof the present paper is, understanding the nature of occupational structure 
inAhemdnagar district. Secondly, assessing and analyzing the situation of work participation rate for 
regional development in terms of total workers has been carried out. 
4. Methodology: 

The entire work is based on secondary data; in the present study. Tehsil has been considered as 
a basic unit of investigation. The population character of occupational structure for Ahemdnagar 
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district was temporal changes.It has been carried out for one year data, withthe help of simple 
statistical technique the values are computed in relation to percentage. To assess the distribution of 
occupational structure of population in Ahemdnagar district, the values have been depicted on the map 
by suitable cartographic technique for analytical description and visual presentation. The levels of 
occupational structure are based on district average percentage and tehsil wiseaverage percentage.
5. Sources of Data:

To fulfill the objectives of the study, the data has been collected from different sources related 
to study area.
1. Census of Ahemdnagar district, 2011 and after processing of the data into percentage different table 
has been prepared.
 2.District Gazetteer of  Ahemdnagar district.
6. Importance of the Study: 

The occupational structure influences many aspects of population in a region. The 
occupational characteristics of population are reflected in the working force, dependency ratio, 
employment and unemployment. In spite of that, occupational structure is a key component and 
manifestation of population composition. It gives a proper illustration of ratio of the working and non-
working population in an area. Occupational structure also influences the socio-economic 
development of an area. The significance of occupational distribution of population of a region lies in 
the fact that, it clearly reveals the socio-economic characteristics of the people living that particular 
region. It is, hence, one of the important measures of socio-economic development of the country. 
7. Results and Discussion: 

Occupation is a very significant socio-economic characteristic of population. It exerts 
significant influence on social, cultural and economic characteristics of any region. It refers to 
profession or any type of work, one is engaged in. Changes in the size, composition and distribution of 
population are closely associated with the demographic structure of workforce. The size of working 
force, their divisions into different economic activities are fair indicators of the social status of 
regional population are compared to general population. The workforce participation rates vary 
according to the stages of economic development, across cultures, age groups, and between sexes. 
7.1 Distribution of Occupational Structure: 

The Census of 2011 divides the general population of the Ahemdnagar District into the three 
broad categories viz. Main Workers, Marginal Workers and Non-Workers. Of the total number of 
workers in the district in 2011 those engaged in cultivators total 1013050 persons, agricultural 
labourers 559009 persons, household industry 57156 persons, other workers 575375 persons and 
marginal workers total 165135 persons. Of the total population of the district 2338569 persons in 2011 
were considered as non-workers. The total number of workers in the district is 2204590persons in the 
year 2011. The total number of male workers of the districtis 1300309, whereas female workers 
904281. 

The table no.1.showsthatthe highest concentration of total cultivators is found in Sangamner 
tehsil, which are 118991 persons. The lowest concentration of this category is found in Jamkhed tehsil 
40357 persons only. Regarding agricultural labourers in the district, Nevasa tehsil has as high as 54958 
persons, but Jamkhed tehsil lowest 21499 persons in the same category of workers. A household 
industry worker in the district has been recorded highest in Nagar tehsil with 11071 persons and lowest 
workers in Jamkhed tehsil with 1070 persons. If we observe the marginal workers in the district, Akola 
tehsil has maximum number of workers of this category with 16380 persons than and as low as 4495 
persons in Jamkhed tehsil. In the category of other workers it is recorded highest in Nagar tehsil with 
154757 persons and lowest in Jamkhed tehsil with 13573 persons. 
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Table No.1.Distrribution of working Population in Ahemdnagar District,2011

Contd.

Table No.1.Distrribution of working Population in Ahemdnagar District, 2011

Name of 
Tehsil

Cultivato
rs

Agricult
ural 
Laboure
rs

 Househo
ld 
Industry 
Workers

 

Total

 

Male

 

Female

 

Total

 

Male

 

Female

 

Total

 

Male Femal
e

Akola 84227
 

45907
 

38320
 

33307
 
14660

 
18647

 
2220

 
1180 1040

Sangamner
 

118595
 

65049
 

53175
 

47075
 
21838

 
25237

 
5590

 
2398 3192

Kopargaon 44641 26831 17810 42637  21660  20977  2870  1595 1275
Rahta 41003 26269 14734 34815  18809  16006  4029  2301 1728
Shrirampur 28712 19235 9477 35099  19475  15624  3104  1705 1399
Nevasa 78362

 
45932

 
32430

 
54958

 
27869

 
27089

 
3686

 
1834 1852

Shevgaon

 
61942

 
35000

 
26942

 
36144

 
16580

 
19564

 
1928

 
1037 891

Pathardi 80854

 

42587

 

38267

 

24897

 

10789

 

14108

 

2452

 

1254 1198
Nagar 67316

 

37390

 

29926

 

29021

 

14078

 

14943

 

11071

 

5425 5646
Rahuri 56953

 

36228

 

20725

 

45914

 

23881

 

22033

 

3219

 

1777 1442
Parner 93729

 

49713

 

44016

 

26799

 

10785

 

16014

 

2272

 

1469 803
Shrigonda

 

96229

 

52040

 

44189

 

40940

 

20062

 

20878

 

1994

 

1215 779
Karjat 75658

 

43354

 

32304

 

28768

 

13001

 

15767

 

1501

 

937 564
Jamkhed 40357 23683 16674 21499 9842 11657 1070 656 414
Total 968974 549538 419436 501873 243329 258544 47491 25151 22340

Name of 
Tehsil

Marginal 
Workers

Other 
workers

Non 
Workers

Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female
Akola 16380

 
6731

 
9649
 

18001
 

12881
 
5120

 
123815

 
66521 71294

Sangamner 12379
 

5442
 

6937
 

36268
 

27054
 
9214

 
205055

 
97515 107540

Kopargaon 10793
 

5229
 

5564
 

19364
 

15208
 
4156

 
121384

 
54864 66520

Rahta 14108 6398 7710 34150 26077  8073  140379  59434 80945
Shrirampur 15440 7110 8330 17420 13494  3926  105156  44769 60387
Nevasa 15490 6636 8854 28342 21786  6556  176991  80944 96047
Shevgaon 7918 3077 4841 17681 13812  3869  120101  56331 63770
Pathardi 9104 3958 5146 11184 8684  2500  106476  54644 51832
Nagar 21851 11477 10374 42598 34516  8082  156250  69596 86654
Rahuri 12390

 
5016

 
7914
 

20067
 

15680
 
4387

 
128266

 
57099 71167

Parner 8174
 

3413
 

4761
 

19372
 

14353
 
5019

 
123821

 
60534 63287

Shrigonda 9337
 

4038
 

5299
 

17372
 

13214
 
4158

 
126518

 
61962 64556

Karjat 6776

 
2624

 
4152

 
14658

 
11300

 
3358

 
108431

 
52009 56422

Jamkhed 4455 1846 2609 13573 10327 3246 77426 36116 41310
Total 165135 72995 92140 521117 409296 111821 2338569 1042516 1296053
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Table No.2.Distrribution of working Population in Ahemdnagar District, 2011

Census of Ahemdnagar District 2011.
Tabal no. 2 shows in the year 2011, Ahemdnagar district recorded the total working 

population i.e. 48.53 per cent of the total working population. Among them 45.95 per cent population 
was classified as cultivators, while only 2.15 per cent population was household industry workers, 
followed by, district. The highest per cent of cultivators is recorded in Parner tehsil with 62.34 percent 
of working population and lowest in Shirampur tehsil with 23.15 percent only. The number of workers 
engaged as agricultural labourer is recorded specially in the plains region of the district like 
Kopargaon Nevasa, and Rahuri tehsils with 30.98%, 30.39 % and 30.12 % respectively. The 
household industry is not well developed in the district and the percent of population engaged in this 
category is below three percent in the district. In the other workers category, most of the tehsil recorded 
the higher percent of labourer specially in Nagar tehsil with 30.12%, Nevasa with 30.39%and 
Kopargaon with 30.98%.  The highest percent of marginal worker is recorded in Akola tehsil with 5.61 
percent and lowest working population in this category is recorded in Jamkhed tehsil with 2.81 
percent.  
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Name of Tehsil Cultivators Agricultural 
Labourers

Household 
Industry Workers

Other  
Workers

Marginal 
Workers

    

Akola 54.64

 

21.61

 

1.44

 

11.68

 

5.61
Sangamner 49.80

 
19.70

 
2.34

 
22.98

 
3.88

Kopargaon 32.44
          

30.98
 

2.09
 

26.65
 
3.57

Rahta 28.86
 

24.51
 

2.93
 

33.86
 
4.40

Shrirampur 23.15
 

28.29
 

2.50
 

33.61
 
5.37

Nevasa 43.33 30.39 2.04  15.67  4.33
Shevgaon 49.31 28.77 1.53  14.08  3.22
Pathardi 60.12 18.51 1.82  12.77  3.53
Nagar 23.70 10.22 3.90  54.49  3.19
Rahuri 3736 30.12 2.11  21.93  4.01
Parner 62.34

 
17.82

 
1.51

 
12.88

 
2.98

Shrigonda 56.04
 

23.84
 

1.44
 

13.24
 
2.65

Karjat 59.40 22.59 1.18 11.51 2.87
Jamkhed 49.85 26.56 1.32 16.77 2.81
Total 43.95 22.76 2.15 23.64 3.63



In the year 2011, all the tehsils in Ahemdnagar district recorded 51.47 percent non-working 
population, mostly because of low industrial development and traditional agricultural practices. The 
highest proportion of non-worker population constitutes in Nagar tehsil with 58.48% where male non-
worker is 45.51% and female non-worker is 54.49%. The lowest proportion of non-worker population 
constitutes in Parner tehsil with 45.16 % where male non-worker is 43.15% and female non-worker is 
56.85 %.Most deprived female population of the district is recorded in Nagar tehsil where the non-
worker female population is observed to be 72.40 %. 

By analyzing the data it is found that the plains area of the district has more concentration of 
workers as compared to the Mountain, Plateau, and undulating terrain areas of the district. The 
configuration of land, irrigation and rainfall condition in Mountain and Plateau areas of the district are 
not suitable for agriculture, though the underdeveloped economy pushes people towards it. Jamkhed, 
Karjat, Parner, Pathardi, and Shevgaontehsils have been the most underdeveloped tehsil because more 
than 45.00% of the total population is nonworkers.
7.2  Analysis of Work Participation Rate: 

The work participation rate is defined as the proportion of total workers (i.e. main and 
marginal workers) to total population. When the work participation rate increases then the economy of 
the particular region also tends to increase. The total work participation rate of Ahemdnagar District is 
48.53 percent in 2011. The male work participation rate (55.50 %) was relatively much higher than the 
female work participation rate (41.10 %). It indicates that the proportion of male workers is 
comparatively higher than the proportion of female workers indicating a low economic status of 
women in their society. There has been a decline in the proportion of total main workers in the 
Ahemdnagar district

Table no. 3 shows that Parner tehsil had the highest work force of 54.84 percent to total 
workers followed by Shirigondatehsil with 54.35 percent. In Parner and Shirigonda tehsil, more 
workers are engaged in cultivators, agriculture labour and other workers.  Here, agriculture is the main 
source of income, mainly because it has more agricultural land but limitation of the irrigation facility 
agriculture is not developed.  The lowest Work Force proportion of work participation rate in Nagar 
tehsil was 41.52 percent. Nagar tehsil developed in other services especially MIDC is located and 
district headquarter therefore population is engaged other services. It is observed that the male work 
participation rate is much higher in compare to female participation rate. The tehsils which recorded 
more male work participation rate is observed in Shirigonda (57.88), Karjat (57.79%), Jamkhed 
(56.21%),Parner (56.84%), and Nevasa (56.22%), tehsils. On the other hand female work 
participation rate recorded low percent in Nagar (41.52%)  tehsil in the district.
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Table No.3.
                Distribution of working Population in Ahemdnagar District, 2011

8. Concluding Remarks: 
Ahemdnagar districthas a agro-based economy and in this kind of economy majority of the 

people are engaged in the primary activities. In accordance to that, all tehsils in Ahemdnagar district 
has the same trend. Therefore, this district recorded high percentage of working population especially 
male workers. The rise in the female workers on the other hand may be due to the rise in the number of 
female workers in agriculture and other sectors. The study of occupational pattern of Ahmadnagar 
district reveals that there is variation in division of labour. The work participation rate in the region as a 
whole is discouraging of the more population is non Workers. The proportion of workers in secondary 
and tertiary sectors increased slightly due to availability of employment in the urban area as it 
developed industrialization area and agro based industries and other allied activities.  Agricultural 
activities in the hilly and mountain area are limited as compare to plains region of district. Therefore it 
is found that the employment opportunity is very poor in the district and above all the only means of 
employment that is cultivators which is 45.95% of the total population. Occupational convergence 
was most evident in non household industries and other activities. It is quite evident that the 
distribution of workers is very transparent with no proper future prospects.
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Name of 

Tehsil

 

Workers % of total workers

Total

 

Male

 

Female

 

Total

 

Male

 

Female

Akola

 

154135

 

81359

 

72776

 

52.79

 

27.87

 

24.93

Sangamner

 

238941

 

137281

 

101660

 

48.97

 

54.67

 

42.92

Kopargaon

 

137620

 

85067

 

52553

 

45.50

 

54.62

 

35.82

Rahta 142063

 
91568

 
50495

 
44.33

 
55.44

 
32.51

Shrirampur
 

124048
 

80684
 

43364
 

43.15
 

55.07
 

30.76

Nevasa 180838 104057 76781  50.54  29.08  21.46

Shevgaon 125613 69506 56107  51.12  55.23  46.80

Pathardi 134484 71958 62526  52.10  53.68  50.40

Nagar
 

284016
 

193024
 

90992
 

41.52
 

54.48
 

27.59

Rahuri

 
152453

 
93384

 
59069

 
47.22

 
55.93

 
37.90

Parner

 

150346

 

79733

 

70613

 

54.84

 

29.08

 

25.76

Shrigonda

 

171718

 

95118

 

76600

 

54.35

 

57.88

 

50.52

Karjat

 

127361

 

71216

 

56145

 

54.01

 

30.20

 

23.81

Jamkhed 80954 46354 34600 51.11 29.27 21.85

Total 2204590 1300309 904281 48.53 28.62 19.90
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