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Abstract: 
The present study is focused on the Changing schooling Age Structure and Merits of National 

Education Policy: 2020. According to the new policy 2020, the foundation education stage has start 
from three 3 to 18 years. The previous 10+2 education pattern has been changed into 5+3+3+4 from 
foundation level to higher secondary level. Age structure is based on the cognitive-developmental 
stages of the children. The National Education Policy stressed on evolution of actual knowledge. But 
that policy reduces the importance of board examination. The new policy has not do the separation 
between the Arts, Commerce and Science faculty and vocational and academic streams between 
curricular and extra-curricular activities. NEP 2020 has given great importance mother, local and 
regional language. According to him, mother tongue is an importance medium of language till fifth 
standard. That Policy has given an emphasized on technology for develop a various aspects in 
education system. NEP 2020 has compulsorily opened the account of Academic Bank of Credit by the 
students of higher education for the digitally store the academic credits earned from various 
recognized HEIs. 
Keyword: Changing Schooling age structure, Actual knowledge, Educational language, 

      Technology in education.

Introduction:
India has crossed three national education policies after independence. The first national 

education policy in India is passed in 1968. After that the second in 1986; the second national 
education policy of 1986 was revised in 1992. The third national education policy came in the recent 
year of 2020. Since then significant changes have been observed in the world and in our country and 
the education policy needed to be modified as per the current scenario. NEP 2020 is the different one 
from previous education policy. 

Union cabinet has approved new NEP 2020 on 29th July 2020. That has replaced the existing 
10+2+3 school system and it has accepted a new school pattern. e.g. 5+3+3+4. Besides this, the age 
group for the Right to Education (RTE) is now 3 to 18 years. It's come from earlier age group 6 to 14 
years. The New Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020) also stressed on access, affordability, equity, 
quality, accountability & universalization of Early Childhood Care Education. The previous school 
age system is changing by the new education policy 2020. 

Objectives:
1. To know the changing age structure of schooling Age Structure.
2. To examine the merits of NEP 2020.
Data Collection and Methodology

Changing schooling age structure, challenges and opportunities of NEP 2020 have been taken 
for present research paper. The present study is entirely based on the secondary data which has 
collected from National Education Policy Report 2020, some other education websites and research 
articles. 
Discussion 
A. Changing Schooling Age Structure 

Here is the age-wise and class-wise breakdown of the 5+3+3+4 curricular and pedagogical 
structure of New Education Policy 2020. Age structure is based on the cognitive-developmental stages 
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of the children. 
1. Foundational Stage - 5 Years

Foundation stage of the schooling age is 3 to 8 years. The foundation stage has divided into 
two stages.
a. Age 3 to 6: 3 Years 

Anganwadi/Pre-school/Balvatika is foundation classes including under the foundation age 
group of 3 to 6 year. 
b. Age 6 to 8: 2 Years 

First and second standard classes are consider under that foundation stage
Basic education which is flexible, multilevel, play-based, activity-based, and discoverybased 

learning are included in the five years Foundational Stage. Utilizing the time tested Indian traditions 
and cultures; it is continuously improved by research and innovation for the cognitive and emotional 
stimulation of children.

2. Preparatory Stage - 3 Years 
The third standard to Fifth standard is come under the between 8 to 11 years age group of 

preparatory stage.
This three years Preparatory stage is consisting of building on the play-, discovery-, and 

activity-based learning. In addition to it, this stage is generally introduces formal classroom learning 
with textbooks. The main focus of this stage is to expose the different subject to the student. This is 
helpful to prepare them to develop deeper into insights.

3. Middle Stage - 3 Years
The sixth standard to eighth standards is included in between the age group of 11 to 14 of 

middle stage. 
These three years of Middle school education has focused on more abstract concepts in each 

subject such as sciences, mathematics, arts, social sciences, and humanities. Experiential learning 
methods are utilized in the specialized subjects with subject teacher. Students have exposed to the 
semester system. Yearly two classes level examination will be conducted in this stage.

4. Secondary Stage - 4 Years 
The ninth standard to twelfth standard is included between the age group of 14 to 18 in the 

secondary stage of 4 years.  
Four years of Secondary school education is framed to provide multidisciplinary subjects' 

involucrate the Liberal Arts education. Secondary education stage will be developing on the subject-
oriented pedagogical and curricular style with greater depth, greater flexibility, greater critical 
thinking, and attention to life aspirations. In this stage students are exposed to the semester system. 
Students will study 5 to 6 subjects in each semester. The Board exams will be at the end 12th standards.

5. Under-graduation Education Stage
As per the NEP 2020, duration of Under-graduation degree is three or four year. Students can 

achieve under-graduation degree in every subject. Multiple options will have been exist in this stage. 
Such as certificate after passing first year, a diploma after passing second year, or a Bachelor's degree 
after passing third year. The four years undergraduate degree programme is preferred with major, 
minors and research projects.

6. Post-graduation Education Stage
A one year master degree option will be exist for the students, who have passed the four years 

bachelor degree. A two-year degree, for three years bachelor degree students, and an integrated five-
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year degree with a focus on high quality research in the final year.  

7. Research Stage
Research stage is considered a high quality leading to a Ph.D. in any core subject 

multidisciplinary subject and interdisciplinary subject. The NEP 2020 has given a minimum period of 
three to four years for full-time and part-time for study Ph.D. research respectively. During the time of 
Ph.D. research work students/Ph.D. candidate should complete 8- credits coursework in teaching/ 
education/ pedagogy related to their Ph.D. research topic. The NEP 2020 has cancelled earlier one year 
M. Phil program. 

8. Lifelong learning
The NEP 2020 has proposed a lifelong learning. Research is avoiding human beings 

becoming obsolete in society in terms of knowledge, skills, and experience to lead a comfortable life. 
The lifelong learning has believed that education and research will give a maturity and satisfaction in 
any stage of life. 

B. Merits of NEP 2020
1. NEP 2020 Emphasizes on Actual Knowledge

The National Education Policy stressed on evolution of actual knowledge. But that policy 
reduces the importance of board examination. The students learn about the coding from 6th standard to 
onward. The new policy has not do the separation between the Arts, Commerce and Science faculty 
and vocational and academic streams between curricular and extra-curricular activities. (Aithal, 
h ttps://mpra.ub.uni-muenchen.de/102549/ )

2. Education in other/Local/Regional language
NEP 2020 has given great importance mother, local and regional language. According to him, 

mother tongue is an importance medium of language till fifth standard. MHRD reported that regarding 
the mother language, local language and regional languages preferably a medium of education from 
8th standard and beyond. Children will be exposed to different languages with a particular emphasis 
on the mother tongue starting from the foundation stage. 

3. Emphasized on Technology in Education
According to NEP 2020 will be support and encouraged to use and integration of technology 

for improve the various aspect in education system. More efforts will be taken for the developing 
technology to transform education system and empower to teachers.

4. Multiple options will exit in UG Degree
NEP 2020 has compulsorily opened the account of Academic Bank of Credit by the students 

of higher education. The main purpose ABC account that would digitally store the academic credits 
earned from various recognized HEIs. So that UG level degree can be awarded of the reference of 
earned account of credit. According to NEP 2020, The Common Entrance Exam (CEE) will be 
conduct by the NTA for the admission of Higher Education Institutions (HEIs). 

Conclusion
The 5+3+3+4 schooling age structure has change in NEP 2020. Age structure is based on the 

cognitive-developmental stages of the children. The National Education Policy stressed on evolution 
of actual knowledge. But that policy reduces the importance of board examination. The new policy has 
not do the separation between the Arts, Commerce and Science faculty and vocational and academic 
streams between curricular and extra-curricular activities. NEP 2020 has given great importance 
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mother, local and regional language. According to him, mother tongue is an importance medium of 
language till fifth standard. That Policy has given an emphasized on technology for develop a various 
aspects in education system. NEP 2020 has compulsorily opened the account of Academic Bank of 
Credit by the students of higher education for the digitally store the academic credits earned from 
various recognized HEIs. 
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