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Abstract:
The main objective of the paper is to introduce a framework of religious tourist circuit in
Nashik district of Maharashtra State. Nashik District is located in the Northern part of Maharashtra
State. Primary and secondary sources of data are used for the study. Primary data is collected from the
field work (Nov. & Dec.2022).Secondary data has been obtained from the Socio Economic abstract of
Nashik District-2022. For analysis of tourist circuits QGIS software is used.

On the basis of the detailed study and observations of the study region, total of 13 religious
tourist circuits of major religious tourist places that are possible to frame for one day. In all tourist
circuits' only three major tourist places are included so tourists can visit them within one day duration.
For framing tourist circuit's sufficient travelling time is also considered.

Most of the respondents said that they are interested in visiting religious tourist
circuits (29.17 %), Historical tourist circuits (20.83 %), Natural Tourist circuits (22.50 %) and Agro-
tourism centers and mixed tourist circuits (17.50 %) and (10.00 %). There is also a need to start
regular buses as Nashik Darshan from CBS, Nimani and Panchavati. During peak periods of festivals
(Navratri, Diwali etc.) and vacation (summer and winter), the frequency of buses for religious places
should be increased by both S.T. Buses and City bus authorities. There should be continuous
connectivity from railway station to Bus stand and airport so tourists can reach within time at their
interested religious tourist places. There is a need to start tourist information centers at major places
like railway stations, bus stops and airports. It will be very useful to create wide publicity to these
religious tourism destinations.

Keywords: Tourism, Tourism Circuit, Religious Tourism Circuit, Accessibility and Road connectivity.

Introduction:

Nashik district is well developed with respect to agriculture and industrial sector. Various
agro-based industries are developed in Niphad, Nashik and Dindori tehsils of the Nashik District.
Satpur, Ambad, Sinnar, [gatpuri are major MIDC also developed in the Nashik district and providing
huge employment to people not only for local people but also for migrated people from all parts of
India. During the last 15 years Nashik district has been slowly developing in the tourism sector,
especially in religious and agro tourism. For religious tourism development, there is a lot of scope and
various religious places are available, those have a lot of potential to develop as religious tourist
destinations. Kumbh Mela, Tapovan temples, Panchavati various temples, Trimbakeshwar temples,
Vani temple, Chandwad temple, Nashik road railway station, Ozar Airport, Manmad railway junction,
wine capital, MTDC office, Educational hub, Sula wine, Sahyadri farm Mohadi, cool climate, good
road connectivity, availability of hotel, travel agencies and private traveling buses etc. are important
factors which are proving good infrastructure for development of religious tourism in the Nashik
district. Proper planning is required for exploring religious tourist places in the study area. Therefore
the concept of tourist circuit is used as a planning tool for development of religious tourism in the study
area.

The essential parameters for the success of the tourism industry is the development of the
Tourist circuit and destinations to attract the tourists from different places in the world (Sachdeva &
Sood, 2020). Once tourists receive detailed information regarding the available religious tourist
circuit then definitely the flow of tourists will be increased in the study area. It will not only benefit
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tourists but also local people as they will get job opportunities and the local market will also gain
profits through providing various facilities to tourists and selling local products and articles. Hotel,
restaurants, transportation, accommodation, travel agents, tourist guides, bus and taxi services etc. all
directly or indirectly connected services with religious tourism will be benefited through exploiting
tourism in the Nashik district. Government also gets revenues through various sectors due to
development of tourism in the study area.

2. Study Area:

Nashik District is located in the western part of India and Northern part of Maharashtra State.
It lies between 19° 33" to 20° 53" North latitude and 73° 15'to 75° 16' East longitude. Nashik district is
the third largest district in Maharashtra State in terms of population of 61, 09,052 and area occupying
an area of 15,582 square kilometers. Nashik District is bounded by Dhule district in the north, Jalgaon
to the east, Aurangabad districts in the south-east, Ahmednagar district in the south, and Thane and
Palghar districts in the south- west and Dangs district of Gujarat state in the north-west. Location of the
study area is showed in Map. No.1.

The larger eastern portion of the district, which lies on the Deccan Plateau, is open, fertile, and
well cultivated. The Sahyadri mountain range is located in western part of the district.
Physiographically, the district is divided into three divisions' viz. the hilly, Godavari basin and Girna
basin. The elevation of the study area is varying between 300 M to 700 M from the sea level with lofty
peaks. The climate of the district is generally dry except during the monsoon season. The rainfall
decreases gradually from western to eastern side. The average annual rainfall of the district as a whole
1$915.9 mm. (Socio-Eco. Abstract of Nashik District.2022).

Peninsular India's largest river Godavari originates in the district in the Trimbakeshwar
Range and continues eastwards through the district (Nashik Wikipedia). Other than Godavari,
important rivers like Vaitarana, Bhima, Girana, Kashyapi and Darana flow across Nashik. The soils of
the district are the weathering products of Basalt and have various shades from gray to black, red and
pink color. The summer season is moderately hot and the temperature varies from 38° ¢ to 42° c. The
air is humid during the monsoon season and is generally drv during the rest of the vear.

Location Map of Study Area
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3. Data and Methodology:

Present study is based on the primary and secondary source of data. Primary data are collected
from the field work (Nov & Dec.2022) and interviews of 120 tourists through structural questionnaires
from the various religious tourism places of the Nashik District. Secondary data has been obtained
from the Socio-Economic Abstract of Nashik District (2022), research papers and tourism websites of
state and central government. Newspaper articles have been preferred. Internet sources have been
referred for acquiring updated information related to the study area and research topic. The data was
systematically arranged, tabulated and presented with the help of a map. QGIS software is used for

mapping of results.

4. Objectives:

1. To identify and create one day religious (pilgrimage) tourist circuits in the study area.

il. To explore the renowned religious tourist places for development of tourism in the study area.
ii. To suggest various one day religious (pilgrimage) tourist circuits in the study area.

iv. To suggest various measures for development of religious tourist circuit and tourism
development in the Nashik district.

5. Review of literature:

Literature reviews are very important because they help us to gain an understanding about our
research work, which is carried out by various researchers. Therefore, here attempt has been made to
take review of some research works which has been carried out by some researchers and academicians
related to the present topic.

Suryawanshi D.S. & Patil Manisha (2018) have published an important book on “Dynamics
in Tourism Development Planning of Natural, Historical and Religious Tourist Centers in Nashik
District of Maharashtra”. In this book they have explained details information about tourism planning
for development of tourism in Nashik District. They also stated that Nashik has huge potential for
religious, historical and natural tourism. There are a large number of places which are unutilized and
available for tourism development.

Sachdeva Chetan & Sood Sarita (2020) have published a research paper on “Analyzing the
Potentials of Tourism Circuit: A Case of Mandi, H.P.”. They explained that insufficient parking,
encroachments, staying facilities and waste management facilities etc. are major problems observed in
Mandi. They also remarked that Mandi's potentials are not highlighted by the authorities and policy
makers in front of tourists.

Vakharia Siddhi & Shah Palak (2020) have published a research paper on “Proposal for
Heritage Tourist Circuit Triangle in Madhya Pradesh”. They proposed a heritage tourist circuit triangle
in Madhya Pradesh to enhance systematic ways to have an experience of Madhya Pradesh heritage,
preserve national heritage and its environment and promote sustainable heritage tourism.

Bhagat Sejal & Vakharia Siddhi (2020) have carried out research on “Proposal for One day
Tourist Circuit in Orchha: Heritage Tourism”. They explained a one day proposal for a Tourist Circuit
in Orchha with respect to Heritage Tourism.

Harkar G.U. & Dhatrak S.P (2021) have studied the problems and prospects of religious
tourism in Mabharashtra. In this paper, they emphasized the emergence of religious tourism in
Maharashtra and also explored the potential growth and suggested some solutions for development
tourism in Maharashtra.

Ugale Vilas (2021) has completed research work on “Tourism Development and Planning in
Nashik District: A Geographical Analysis”. He concluded that Nashik district has ample tourism
potential and majority of the tourist places are underutilized. He also recommend that tourism
activities should sustain the economic development of the local community.

Shah Abhi & Patel Margee (2021) have carried out an important research on “Potential
Tourism Circuit for Patan, Gujarat”. They concluded that Patan has the potential to become a pivot for
development for the adjacent district. For this purpose they suggested three tourist circuits, which will
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help to develop Patan as a tourist destination.

Jadhav Sachin & Chavan Shraddha (2021), have published research articles on “Prospects of
Tourism Planning in Nashik City”. In this research article they analyzed detail information about
natural, historical & religious tourist centers in Nashik district.

Bhuibhar Payal & Chavan Shraddha (2022) have published an important research paper on
“Tourism Circuit Planning for Nashik”. In this research paper they explained the concept of tourist
circuits and suggested 7 tourist circuits for planning of tourist circuit development in Nashik district.

6. Results and Discussion:
Tourist Circuit

Tourist Circuit is defined as a route having at least three major tourist destinations, which are
distinct and apart. Circuits have well defined entry and exit points. In tourist circuit the route of travel
may be linear, taking them from a beginning destination to an end, or a circular route linking several
destinations and end up at same destination of starting. A tourist circuit has been designed according to
regional road connectivity of the district with nearby area, time, and transportation facilities. The
concept of Tourist Circuit is a very useful tool for planning of tourism development. It helps to increase
the number of visits to all these destinations. The tourists can visit all the destinations located on the
circuit which benefits them as well as the destinations they are visiting.

Tourists often follow a route that links different attractions and tourism services using
different modes of transport, as in this case, ferry and bus. The route of travel may be linear, taking
them from a beginning destination to an end, or a circular route linking several destinations and end up
at same destination of starting.

There are many types of tourism. As Nashik district is concerned, it has a lot of scope of
development of religious tourism therefore for development of religious tourism, the concept of
tourism circuit is applied. There are many religious tourist places located in Nashik District but only
major religious places are considered for the study.

Transportation Infrastructure for Tourist Circuit:

Nashik city is 180 km from Mumbai and 205 km from Pune. Nashik is easily accessible by
road from Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka. The road density of the total district is 141 in per
100 Sq.K.M. area. There are other 13 Bus Depot located in Nashik district run by Maharashtra State
Road Transport Corporation and more than 250 buses providing transportation facilities especially in
rural areas of the study region. This bus service is also useful to tourist travel in all parts of Nashik
District. Old CBS, Thakkar Bazar Bus Stand and Mahamarg Bus Stand are major bus stops available in
Nashik city and here bus transportation facility is available for tourists. Citilinc is the public transport
bus service that is also available for Nashik city and nearby places. This service is provided by Nashik
Mahanagar Parivahan Mahamandal Ltd. It operates 45 routes around Nashik and its suburban areas
with the use of a fleet of nearly 250 buses. This service is very useful for creating accessibility to
tourists in the Nashik district.

In some parts of Nashik District railway facilities are available, which is useful to increase
connectivity of tourist places in the study region. The total length of the railway route is 271 k.m. in the
study area. Nashik Road station falls on the Mumbai-Bhusawal route of the Central Railways. About
50 trains go through this railway station regularly and it is also well connected towards Mumbai,
Nanded, Aurangabad, Hyderabad, Agra, Bhopal, Delhi, Kolkata, Nagpur, Jamshedpur, Jammu,
Guwahati, Mangalore and many other cities of the India. Manmad, Igatpuri and Nashik are the major
railway stations which play an important role in providing transportation facilities to tourists in the
study region.

Air transportation facility is also available for tourists that come from outside states and
countries. Ozar Airport is located 22 km northeast from the city Nashik city. Ahmedabad, Nagpur,
Indore, Hyderabad & Goa have daily flights therefore connectivity of Nashik is available with these all
places and shortly a number of flights will be available for other major 20 cities of India. It will be very
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beneficial to outside tourists to connect with Nashik District.

Apart from these bus services private auto, jeep, car and taxi services are also available in
Nashik city and each tehsil place of Nashik district, which is also useful to tourists for connecting from
one place to another place inside the study area. Various travel agencies and tourism agencies are also

available in Nashik city which provide travelling facilities to tourists.
Religious Tourist Places in the Study Region:

Nashik district has mythological, historical, social and cultural importance. The Strength of
Nashik district tourism reflects in tourist places, Nashik city situated on the bank of Godavari River
and itis a holy place for Hindu. There are 114 tourist places in the Nashik District, Out of them 4 tourist
places belong from 'B' grade category whereas 110 tourist places are graded as 'C' category. Important

religious places of Nashik districts are shown in table No.1 and Map No.2.
Table No.1. Nashik District; Major Religious Places

Sr. No.

Name of Tahsil

Name of Major Religious Places

1

Nashik

Tapovan

Panchavati

Navashya Ganpati, Anandwalli
Balaji Mandir, Gangapur
Someshwar Mandir

Swami Narayan Mandir Adgaon Naka

Muktidham
Bhaktidham
Jain Temple, Vilholi

Igatpuri

Kavnai Tirth
Vipassana, Dhamma Giri
Taked Jatayu Tirth

Nandgaon
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N

astanapur,Pimparkhed,Nandgaon

.Gurudwara Manmad

Trimbakeshwar

Trimbakeshwar Temple
Kushavarta Tirth

Swami Samarth Gurupeeth

Prati Kedarnath Temple Anjeneri
Anjeneri Hills

Dindori

el IR e

Swami Samarth Kendra Dindori

Sinnar

1.Gondeshwar Temple Sinnar

Satana

1.Mangi Tungi Jain Mandir

0| N & W@

Chandwad

1.Renuka Mata Temple
2.Chandreswar Temple

Yeola

1. Agasti Rushi Cave Ankai-Tankai, Manmad

Source: Computed by researcher, 2022
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Nashik District: Major Religious Tourist Places
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Major Religious Places:

1. Tapovan, Nashik: Tapovan is the confluence (sangam) place of two river Kapila and
Godavari. Tapovan is also popular for its prominence in the epic Ramayan. It is believed that Rama,
Lakshmana and Sita lived here during their exile. Lakshman had cut Surpanakha's nose at this place
which is how the city got its name Nasik (Nashik). It is also believed that Tapovan was the place from
where Sita was abducted by Ravana. Some of the events that took place in his life are being depicted in
this all-religion temple  through Ram Darbar. The temple is situated next to the site which is marked
as the place where Laxman cut off the nose of Shurpanakha. Tourists can explore all these locations
within 2 hours.

2. Panchavati: River Godavari flows through Nashik and its Northern part is known as
Panchavati. Lord Shri Ram and Sita along with Laxman stayed at Panchavati during exile. The
Ramkund in the river Godavari, attracts innumerable pilgrims. Here devotees take a holy dip. There
are five Banyan trees that is the reason it is called Panchavati Ram Kund, Sita Kund, Laxman Kund,
Kapaleshwar Temple, Kalaram Mandir, Naroshankar temple, Ganga Godavari temple and Sita
Gumpha are major attractions of Panchavati. Tourists can explore all these locations within 2 to 3
hours.

3. Navashya Ganapati, Anandwalli: This temple is located on the banks of Godavari River. It
is 9 km from Nashik city. The temple was built in the mid-17th century by Peshwa. The temple is so
holy and serene that just by visiting the temple one experiences great joy and calmness in the mind. The
temple is famous for being very 'Jagrut Devasthan' and devotees wishes are fulfilled and hence the
temple got the name Navashya Ganapati. The idol & temple is very beautiful. Only 30 to 45 minutes
are required to explore this place. But during Ganpati festival and Ganesh chaturthi time is required
more due to crowded.

4. Balaji Mandir, Gangapur Nashik: Shri Vyankatesh Balaji Mandir is situated at Gangapur
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village on Gangapur road of Nashik city.it is 11 km from CBS. Shri Vyankatesh Balaji Temple is open
24X7 to all devotees. The uniquely designed temple faces east and has an octagonal sanctum-
sanctorum. It has five domes and six arches decorated with artistic carvings. Only 30 to 40 minutes are
required to explore this place.

5. Someshwar Temple: Someshwar is one of the famous and oldest temples in Nashik
dedicated to lord Shiva and situated on the bank of river Godavari in Gangapur village of Nashik. Itis
11 km from Nashik city. It is known not only for its historical and mythological significance but
attracts tourists for its beautiful backdrop and boating like activities. Only 30 to 45 minutes are
required to explore this place, but in the month of Shravan and day of Mahashivratri, due to crowded
time there will be more, maybe 1 to 2 hours is required.

6. Swaminarayan temple (B.A.P.S.) Adgaon Naka, Nashik: B.A.P.S. Shri Swaminarayan
Mandir is located at Adgaon Naka, Panchavati. It is 7 kms from CBS. B.A.P.S. Swami Narayan Mandir
in Panchavati is a grand stone-carved shikhar-baddh temple on the banks of the river Godavari. In
Swaminarayan temple, the statues of Radha, Krishna, Sita, Ram, Lakshmi Narayan Dev, Vitthal
Rakhumai, Ganapati, Hanuman and Mahadev have been placed. Two hours are required to explore this
place.

7. Muktidham Temple, Nashik Road-Nashik: Muktidham Temple was built by Sri Jayram
bhai Bytco in 1971. It is 10 km from Nashik city. It is a Hindu temple complex located near Nashik
Road Railway station. It is a magnificent piece of architecture. The entire temple is built in white
marbles and is quite clean and a nice place. An abode of most of the gods and goddesses of the Hindu
religion, this splendid shrine displays the replica of all the 12 Jyotirlingas of India. One and halfhours
are required to explore this place.

8. Bhaktidham, Peth Naka, Nashik: Bhaktidham, a place renowned for its numerous temples
is situated near Dindori Naka, about a distance of 2 km from Central Bus Station. The main entrance of
the temple has huge eye-catching idols of Saptshrungi Devi and Lord Ganesh. Bhaktidham offers a
wide range of religious books on sale and in recent years it has possessed the privilege of an ideal place
of Vedic studies and research. One and halfhours are required to explore this place.

9. Jain Temples, Vilholi: It is located on the outskirts of Nashik city, Viholi 12 kms from Nashik
city on Nashik- Mumbai (NH3). This Jain temple also is known as Sri Dharmachakra Prabhav Teerth.
This is a 3-storey building, built using pink sandstone and marbles. A statue of Shri Mantradhiraj
Parshwanath Bhagwan is the main idol in the temple. The temple also consists of idols of Jain saints
and most important among them is the idol of 24th Jain Tirthankar, which is made of Panchdhatu and
weighs about 12 tons. The temple is the replica of Sri Shatrunjay Tirth and Sri Sametshikaji Tirth. One
and halfhours are required to explore this place.

10. Kavnai Tirth (Kapila): Kavnai also known as Kavnai-Kapildhara Tirtha and it is located 38
kms from Nashik City. It is said that Sant Shree Gajanan Maharaj did meditation in this area. Mata
Kamakshi temple is also located here. S.T. bus services are not available from the main highway
toward Kavnai, therefore private vehicles are required to visit this place. One and half hours are
required to explore this place. On the occasion Kumbhamela time may be required more due to crowd.
11. Dhamma Giri, Vipassana Igatpuri: The Vipassana center is located from 45 kms from
Nashik and 2 kms from Igatpuri Railway Station. Vipassana center is worlds' largest and famous
Meditation center. Two hours are required to explore this place. One and half hours are required to
explore this place.

12. Sarv Tirth Jatayu Mandir, Taked: Taked is 55 kms from Nashik city and it is an attractive
place that the event of Jatayu Vadh by Ravana happened here in the age of Rama, thus the place is
known as Sarva Tirth Taked. It is believed that when Ravana tried to kill Jatayu, later on Lord Rama
came there and with the use of his arrow he put water for drinking to Jatayu at the time of his death. On
the occasion of Ramnavami and Mahashivratri time may be required more due to crowd.

13. Nastanpur Shanidev Temple, Pimparkhed: This is the holy place of Lord Shri Shani
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Mabharaj. It is located 118 kms from Nashik and 18 km from Nandgaon Railway station. On Shani
Amavasya & in Shravan month, there is a huge crowd gathered of devotees. One and half hours are
required to explore this place.

14. Gurudwara Manmad-Nashik: Gurudwara Guptsar Sahib is located near Manmad Railway
Station 90 kms from Nashik city. The specific name 'Guptsar' for this gurudwara was derived since a
hidden well containing sweet water was found at this site. There is a large double-storeyed gate leading
to the courtyard of Gurudwara Guptsar Sahib which features a large diwan hall portraying decorated
walls with glass pieces and reflective mirrors. One hours is required to explore this place.

15. Trimbakeshwar Temple, Trimbakeshwar: Trimbakeshwar enshrines one of the twelve
jyotirlingas dedicated to shiva and is one of the famous pilgrim places. It is also the origin of river
Godavari. Trimbakeshwar is situated in the town of Trimbak and is 28 km from the city of Nashik City.
It was built in the 18th century by Maratha ruler, Peshwa Nana Saheb, the temple is a perfect epitome
of classic architecture. One to two hours are required to explore this place, but in the month of Shravan
and day of Mahashivratri and Kumbhamela, due to crowded time there will be more.

16. Kushavarta Tirth, Trimbakeshwar: Kushavarta Tirth (sacred pond) is located in the temple
premises and it is the starting point of Kumbh Mela which happens once in a 12 year. To take a holy
bath, Saints all over the world come to Kushavarta during Kumbhamela. Only 30 to 40 minutes are
required to explore this place but during Kumbh Mela and Mahashivratri required time will be more.
17. Akhil Bhartiya Shree Swami Samarth Gurupeeth, Trimbakeshwar: This famous holy
place is 24 kms from Nashik city. The place of Shree Swami Maharaj is structured in an octagonal
shape in white marble and covered with attractive glass. The religiousness of the Gurupeeth is
prominent in all over India. Two hours are required to explore this place.

18. Prati Kedarnath temple, Anjeneri: Prati Kedarnath Temple is located 24 kms from Nashik
city. This temple in Nashik was inaugurated in 2014 and was named as Swaroopeshwar Baneshwar
Mahadev Temple. The resemblance of the temple to the Kedarnath temple is what serves as its main
point of attraction. The white structure of the temple has golden decors at its entrance and on its
exterior wall. There is a beautiful Shiva Linga inside the temple where devotees can seek blessings.
Only 40 to 50 minutes are required to explore this place.

19. Anjeneri Hills — Nashik: This place is known as the birthplace of Lord Hanuman. It is quite
popular amongst history buffs, nature lovers, as well as trekkers. The hill has a cave, an Anjani Mata
temple and a small temple dedicated to Bal Hanuman. Bal Hanuman Temple is located at the spot
where he was cured by Indra after getting hit by the vajra of Indra. Two to three hours are required to
explore this place.

20. Shri Swami Samarth Seva Dindori: Shree Swami Samarth Kendra is located at Dindori,
which is a distance only 30 km from Nashik. The Shree Swami Samarth Kendra concerns the dejected,
troubled and poor people. Senior and trained devotees of the Sewa Marg give advice about worship
and surmount their problems. The devotees at Swami Samarth Kendra perform prayer three times in a
day. One hour is required to explore this place.

21. Gondeshwar Temple, Sinnar: This temple is located in Sinnar at a distance of nearly 30 km
from Nashik. The main shrine in the temple is that of Lord Shiva. This temple was built in the
Hemdpanti style. The temple complex was originally surrounded by a wall, which is now mostly
destroyed. The temple is situated on a rectangular platform that measures 125 x 95 feet. One hour is
required to explore this place.

22. Mangi-Tungi Jain Temple: These two temples are located near Tahrabad about 125 km from
Nashik city. The Temple of Mangi is situated about 1,324 meter high above sea level in the western
apex and the Temple of Tungi is situated about 1,331 meters high above the sea level in the eastern part.
Three hours are required to explore this place.

23. Saptashrungi Temple, Nandurdi: This is one of the Shaktipeeth of Devi is around 70 kms
from Nashik at Nandurdi, via Dindori Road. The temple is situated at 4659 feet above sea level, on a
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hill surrounded by seven peaks. The temple is very beautiful. Mata 'Saptashrungi' Temple is one of the
most famous places in Maharashtra. Saptashringi Devi temple is one of the famous Shakati peeth from
three and half Shakti peeths of Maharashtra. Two hours are required to explore this place, but during
Navratri the required time will be more dependent on the intensity of the crowd.
24, Renuka Mata Temple, Chandwad: This temple is situated (60 kms) on the outskirts of
Chandwad town on Nashik- Dhule (NH 3) road. This Temple is located on a hill top with caves around
it. The temple is a Shaktipeeth and is considered the birthplace of Renuka, mother of the great
Parashurama. One and halfhours are required to explore this place.
25. Chandreshwar Temple, Chandwad: It is located 2.5 kms from Renuka Mata Temple of
Chandwad. Chandreshwar Mahadev Temple was built by King Chandradev about 2100 years ago and
worshiped Lord Shiva. Two hours are required to explore this place,
26. Agasti Rishi Cave Ankai-Tankai, Manmad: Agasti Rishi Cave is located on Ankai fort. It is
97 kms from Nashik and 10 kms from Manmad Railway station. Two hours are required to explore this
place. All major religious tourist places are shown in Table No.1 and Map No.2.

Table No.2.Nashik District: Religious Tourist Circuit and Their Distance, required time and

Mode of traveling

Sr. Name of Religious Tourist Total Total Time Mode

No. Circuit Distance |Required for| of travel in
covered travel both circuit
(K.M.) sides(in Hours

1 Tapovan, Nashik- Kushavarta Tirth 30 + 56 + 50 S.T. Bus & Privet
............ . ~136 3.30 Car or Taxi,

2 Tapovan- Sarv Tirth Jatayu Mandir, Taked — S.T. Bus, Privet
Anjeneri- Nashik 454—:5152: 24 4.00 Car or Taxi

3 Panchavati, Nashik- Trimbakeshwar- Dhamma S.T. Bus, Privet
Giri, Vipassana Igatpuri-Nashik Car or Taxi ,

30 + 60 +55 3.20 Railway from
=145 Nashik road to
Igatpuri

4 | Nashik- Saptashrungi Temple, Nandurdi - | 54 70 ¢s S.T. Bus, Privet
Renuka Mata Temple, Chandwad-Nashik 505 4.30 Car or Taxi

5 Nashik- Agasti Rishi Cave Ankai-Tankai, S.T. Bus, Privet
Manmad- Nastanpur Shanidev Temple in 100+ 45+ Car or Taxi,
Pimparkhed-Nashik 115 5.00 Railway Nashik

=260 Road to Manmad,
Pimparkhed

6 Nashik- Mangi Tungi Temple - Shri Swami 125 +95 +30 S.T. Bus, Privet
Samarth Seva Dindori-Nashik 550 5.00 Car or Taxi

7 Nashik - Gondeshwar Temple, Sinnar- 30 42149 (S:.T. Bl}F , Privet
Muktidham Temple, Nashik Road-Nashik. 60 2.00 C?tll:]?l:k %)ills’ Auto

8 Tapovan-Ramkunda-Someshwar-Navashya S.T. Bus & Privet
Ganapati, Anandwalli -Tapovan 5+15+15 1.30 Car or Taxi,

=35 Citilink Bus, Auto

9 Tapovan- Bhaktidham, Peth Naka, Nashik — S.T. Bus, Privet

Muktidham, Nashik Road-Tapovan 6+15+15 1.30 Car or Taxi,
=36 Citilink Bus, Auto

10 | Swaminarayan temple Adgaon Naka- Prati 20435+ 15 S.T. Bus, Privet
Kedarnath temple, Anjaneri-Someshwar Temple =70 2.20 Car or Taxi,
Nashik Citilink Bus, Auto

11 | Swaminarayan temple Adgaon Naka- Jain S.T. Bus, Privet
Temples, Vilholi, - Navashya Ganapati, 15 +25+15 2.00 Car or Taxi,
Anandwalli-Nashik. 55 Citilink Bus, Auto

12 | Panchavati, Nashik-Renuka Mata Devi Temple, S.T. Bus , Privet
Chandwad- Gurudwara Manmad-Nashik 65 +25+ 3.30 Car or Taxi &

100 Railway (Only for
=185 Nashik Road to
Manmad)

13 | Tapovan- Akhil Bhartiya Shree Swami Samarth S.T. Bus, Privet
Gurupeeth in Trimbakeshwar- Shri Swami 25 +55+30 3.30 Car or Taxi,
Samarth Seva Dindori-Nashik. =110 Citilink Bus &

Auto
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8 | Tapovan-Ramkunda-Someshwar-Navashya S.T. Bus & Privet

Ganapati, Anandwalli -Tapovan 5+15+15 1.30 Car or Taxi,
=35 Citilink Bus, Auto

9 | Tapovan- Bhaktidham, Peth Naka, Nashik — S.T. Bus, Privet

Muktidham, Nashik Road-Tapovan 6+15+15 1.30 Car or Taxi,
=36 Citilink Bus, Auto

10 | Swaminarayan temple Adgaon Naka- Prati 20+ 35+ 15 S.T. Bus , Privet
Kedarnath temple, Anjaneri-Someshwar Temple 70 2.20 Car or Taxi,
Nashik Citilink Bus, Auto

11 | Swaminarayan temple Adgaon Naka- Jain S.T. Bus, Privet
Temples, Vilholi, - Navashya Ganapati, 15+25+15 2.00 Car or Taxi,
Anandwalli-Nashik. 55 Citilink Bus, Auto

12 | Panchavati, Nashik-Renuka Mata Devi Temple, S.T. Bus, Privet
Chandwad- Gurudwara Manmad-Nashik 65 +25+ 3.30 Car or Taxi &

100 Railway (Only for
=185 Nashik Road to
Manmad)

13 | Tapovan- Akhil Bhartiya Shree Swami Samarth S.T. Bus, Privet
Gurupeeth in Trimbakeshwar- Shri Swami 25 +55+30 3.30 Car or Taxi,
Samarth Seva Dindori-Nashik. =110 Citilink Bus &

Auto

Source: Computed by Researcher, 2022
Note: Distance is given in kms from first tourist destinations to second tourist destinations, then
second to third tourist destinations and again up to first tourist designations of tourist circuit.
One Day planning for religious tourism:

For development of a one day religious tourist circuit route for connecting three religious
tourist places locations are considered. It may be possible at one place many temples are located very
close to each other but it is counted as one location. For example Panchavati, Muktidham,
Bhaktidham, and Tapovan etc. here you will find more temples and they are located very close to each
other. They are available within a walking distance of 2 to 5 minutes.

In case of tourist circuit, it is assume that there will be triangular route for connecting three
tourist destinations, but at some places route for travelling from first to second and second to third
destination is linear and same route is available for return journey, therefore there will be linear route
for tourist circuit. In case of connecting any two places in tourist circuit various route and mode
options are available but only shortest route and cheap mode of transportation is considered. On the
basis of field visit and tourist interviews possible 13 religious tourists' circuits are framed which are
shown in Table No.2 and Map No.3 to 6. To avoid overlapping of routes, numbers of these circuits are
not shown in map as per sequence, because starting points and route of some tourist circuits are the
same. Many religious places are located very close to each other, especially in the case of religious
places located in Nashik city.

For calculating distance between two destinations shortest route is considered, if Google map
is used for travelling purpose then route may change but there will not be too much difference in
distance. There will be one other possibility that various route options might be available for travelling
from one tourist destination to another, therefore here on the map only the shortest route is considered
which is very much accessible to tourists. Another option for travelling purposes is if a railway is
available then tourists can prefer either railway or road modes of transportation.

In case of Nashik District, shortest tourist circuits is available inside the city that is religious
tourist circuit number 8 (35 kms) whereas longest religious tourist circuits is tourist circuit number 5
(260 kms). In planning of religious tourist circuit, it is considered that travelling for visiting to
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religious tourist places will be starts from the Nashik city, but there will be some flexibility for tourist
to starts their journey .They can change their entry points as per their convenience, if tourist coming
from Mumbeai and they would like to travel in religious tourist circuit number 3 then they can starts
their journey from Dhamma Giri Vipassana center of Igatpuri ,then Panchavati, Trimbakeshwar and
again come to Dhamma Giri and they can starts their back journey toward Mumbai. So it is very easy
for them. Therefore there is no need to start traveling from Nashik city. If tourists are coming from
Dhule and would like to visit religious tourist circuit number 4. Then they can start their journey from
Renuka Mata temple Chandwad, then Nashik and Saptashrungi Temple Nandurdi. They will again
come to Chandwad and start their back journey to Dhule. It will be more convenient for tourists to
complete this religious tourist circuit.

In case of calculation of time requirement for completion of one religious tourist circuit,

quality of road, traffic problems and availability of bus, car and train is also considered. In the case of
the city region traffic might be more so any vehicle can travel an average 15 to 20 kms per hour,
whereas in an outside area the speed of vehicles might be 30 to 40 kms per hour. Generally all religious
tourist places are open from early in the morning 7.00 am to evening 7.00 pm, therefore it is expected
that tourists should start their journey as early as possible and start their visit to religious places from
7.00 am. with their tea and breakfast, after completing a visit of two destinations they can take their
lunch and again they can complete a visit to the last destination of the tourist circuit. They can change
their daily plan as per their convenience and requirement. Time required for exploring each religious
tourist place is given but due to festivals or other occasions, it can be changed (may be more), therefore
an average one to two hours are considered for exploring one religious tourist place.
For travelling purposes tourists can use their own private car or they can hire any other vehicles from
the tourism agency. They can also use S.T.bus, Citilink bus, jeep, auto and taxi and railway for journey
as per availability of these all vehicles. Outside tourists can come to Nashik one day before and start
their journey from next day as early as possible so they can complete one religious tourist circuit within
one day. Various accommodation and lodging facilities are available in Nashik city for tourists. They
can take a tourist guide with them so they will get detailed information about each religious tourist
place. The list of 54 local tourist guides are available on MTDC website.
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Mangi Tungi
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Nashik District:Religious Tourist Circuit
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7. Conclusion and Suggestions:
On the basis of the detailed study and observations of the study region it is concluded.

Most of the respondents said that they are interested in visiting religious tourist circuits (29.17 %),
Historical tourist circuits (20.83 %), Natural Tourist circuits (22.50 %) and Agro-tourism centers and
mixed tourist circuits (17.50 %) and (10.00 %). For development of a one day religious tourist circuit
route for connecting three religious tourist places locations are considered. There are a total of 13
religious tourist circuits of major religious tourist places that are possible to frame for one day. Each
tourist circuit will start from Nashik city and it will also end at the same point. In all tourist circuits'
only three major tourist places are included so tourists can visit them within one day duration. For
framing tourist circuit's sufficient travelling time is considered. In case of Nashik District, shortest
tourist circuits is available inside the city that is religious tourist circuit number 8 (35 kms) whereas
longest religious tourist circuits is tourist circuit number 5 (260 kms). In case of calculation of time
requirement for completion of one religious tourist circuit, quality of road, traffic problems and
availability of bus, car and train is also considered.

S.T. Buses form Maharashtra State Road Transport Corporation (MSRT) and Citylink Bus
Authority of Nashik City should be available for tourists for travelling from one religious place to
another, therefore this facility should be strengthened so that the tourists can visit the place of their
choice. For this purpose they should make a proper time table.

There is also a need to start regular buses as Nashik Darshan from CBS, Nimani and
Panchavati. During peak periods of festivals (Navratri, Diwali etc.) and vocation (summer and
winter), the frequency of buses for religious places should be increased by both S.T. Buses and City
bus authorities. It will be beneficial to bus authority and tourists for traveling at tourist places. There
should be continuous connectivity from railway station to Bus stand and airport so tourists can reach
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within time at their interested religious tourist places.

There is
airports.

aneed to start tourist information centers at major places like railway stations, bus stops and
It will be very useful to create wide publicity to these religious tourism destinations. There is

also aneed to display a big wall map about the location and route network related to all religious tourist

places at
8.
1.

Website:
1.

Nk

major railway stations and Bus stands within the study area.
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